Resources used for preparing this Haggadah

Passover Haggadah

• The Bible
• To Be a Jew:
A Guide to Jewish Observance in Contemporary Life
by Rabbi Hayim Halevy Donin
• A Father Who Keeps His Promises
by Scott Hahn (Catholic scripture resource)
• Family Celebrations at Easter
by Ann Hibbard (Christian adaptations)
• Celebrate the Feasts of the Old Testament
in Your Own Home or Church
by Martha Zimmerman (Christian adaptations)

Remembering the Last Supper
of Jesus Christ
Designed by Heidi Moser Spinelli • 2001
feel free to copy and distribute
send your comments to:
boysrus05@comcast.net

“And you shall observe this event as an ordinance
for you and your children forever.” (Ex. 12:24)
(Children’s Version)
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THE CEREMONIAL PLATE

Use a large plate. Put on it
the roasted egg
a lamb shankbone
horseradish (bitter herbs)
parsley or celery (vegetable)
haroset
salt water in a small bowl
If there is not enough room on the plate, additional
platters or bowls for these items may be used.

CLOSING
All:
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Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who creates the fruit of the
vine.

(drink the final cup)
Man:

The prescribed order of the Passover seder
is complete.

All:

Next year in Jerusalem!
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JESUS’S FOURTH CUP

SET THE TABLE
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The table is covered with a white cloth. Using your best
dishes, set places for each member of the family. One extra
setting and chair is reserved for Elijah the prophet, who is
expected to someday announce the coming of the Savior.
At the head of the table are three matzot, covered with a
napkin or special ceremonial cover.
You need to have plenty of wine or sparkling juice!
Put a pillow at the back of the chair where the leader of
the seder will sit. This symbolizes luxury to recline at table
that the Hebrew slaves didn’t have.
Bring your jacket or sweater to the table to remind you to
be ready to follow and obey the Lord wherever he calls.
“Your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand.”
(Ex. 12:11)
You will also need a pitcher of water, a bowl and a towel
for ritual washing.

Jesus waited to drink that fourth and final cup until just
before He died as He suffered on the cross. As it is written in
John 19:29, “A bowl of vinegar stood there; so they put a
sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop and held it to His
mouth.”
Immediately after this, scriptures tell us Jesus said, “It is
finished.” Then He died.
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ABOUT PASSOVER & THE SEDER

FOURTH CUP: CONSUMMATION

Passover, or Pesach (paschal offering), is a Jewish
festival that lasts for a week. It is also called the
Festival of Unleavened Bread or “the season of our
freedom.”

Man:

Give thanks
to the Lord
of Lords!

The seder is the religious service which includes a
festive meal on the first night of Passover. The word
seder means “order.” This ritual meal is
accompanied by a specific order of service unlike
any of the other festive Jewish meals of the year. It
is the story of the Exodus - the story of how the
Israelites were freed from slavery in Egypt.

All:

His love
endures
forever.

Man:

Lifting our
cups, let us
bless the
name of the
Lord
together!

HAGGADAH (hag-GAH-dah)
“narration” or “recital”
The haggadah is the text used for telling the story
of the Exodus. You are reading it right now!
Storytelling is the central activity of Passover.
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On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus told his
disciples he would not drink this fourth cup,
saying, “Truly, I say to you, I shall not drink again
of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it
new in the kingdom of God.” Immediately after
this, Mark 14:26 tells us, “When they had sung a
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” The
hymn is the great Hallel, which we just sang.
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HALLEL (SONG OF PRAISE)

SING A JOYFUL SONG (Psalm 145)

FOUR PROMISES & FOUR CUPS

God made four promises to Moses, the one who was to lead
His people out of slavery in Egypt. We remember these four
promises at Passover as we drink four cups of wine. Wine is
the symbol of joy and gladness.

REFRAIN:
Sing a joyful song to the Lord! Al-le-lu-ia!
Let the heavens and earth rejoice!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
1. The heavens proclaim God’s name,
and earth in reply
echoes back with joyful songs of praise!
2. Our God is a mighty God,
unequalled in pow’r
yet with gentle mercy covers the earth.

The First Promise:
God will bring His people out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians.

3. Sing praise, O Jerusalem!
Sing praise to your King,
ruling earth with justice age after age.

The Second Promise:
God will free His people from slavery.

4. Sing praise to the God of gods,
the ancient of days!
Holy, holy, holy Lord of all!
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The Third Promise:
God will redeem His people.
The Fourth Promise:
God will take Israel as His own people
and He will be their God.
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CANDLES & CONSECRATION

The Mother or woman of the house lights the candles at all
Jewish festival celebrations.

THIRD CUP: BLESSING
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At the Last Supper, Jesus took this third cup and
said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
which is poured out for you.” (Luke 22:20)
So truly, “Our Blessing Cup is a reunion in the
Blood of Christ.”
Just as the blood of the lamb provided salvation for
us in Egypt, so Jesus’ blood provides eternal
salvation to all who believe.

When Jesus was a boy growing up, Mary would have lit
the candles for their Passover seder.
We have candles lit on our altar at Mass to show that God
is present.

KIDDUSH or “consecration”
The Father of the house consecrates the wine and asks for
God’s blessings.

Man:

Let us drink
the cup of
blessing, for
God has
redeemed us
with an
outstretched
arm.

All:

Blessed are
You, O Lord
our God, King
of the
universe, who
creates the
fruit of the
vine.
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THE AFIKOMEN: DESSERT

Jesus called himself the Bread of Life. In the Gospel
of John, chapter six, Jesus says: “I am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats
of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”

For Christians, the afikomen is a picture of Jesus:
Unleavened (without sin)
Striped (by whips)
Pierced (by a sword)
Broken (dead on the cross)
Hidden (put in the tomb)
Brought out of hiding (risen from the dead)
Each person should get a tiny piece of the afikomen.

FIRST CUP: SANCTIFICATION
Sanctification means to make clean and holy.

Man: The cup is a
symbol of joy.
Let us drink
this and be
reminded of
the joy which
is ours as a
result of our
salvation. As
God promises:
“I will bring
you out from
under the
oppression of
the Egyptians.”
(Raise cups)

Man:

We eat the afikomen together, with this
blessing:

Man: ...Blessed are You, O Lord our God,
King of the universe, who creates the
fruit of the earth.

All:

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who brings forth bread from
the earth.

All:

Amen.
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URHATZ:
RITUAL WASHING OF HANDS

MORE SYMBOLIC FOODS
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MOTAI-MATZAH
Breaking of the
remaining matzah bread
– don’t eat it yet!

MAROR (mah-ROAR)
horseradish or radish
The bitter herb that reminds us
of the bitterness of slavery.

HAROSET (hah-ROH-set)
apple nut stuff
Reminds us
of bricks and mortar.

Pour the water first over your right hand and then
your left. Then dry your hands on a towel.
At Mass, we dip our hands in holy water to remind
us of our Baptism, which cleansed our souls.
“Who may come to the Lord? He who has clean
hands and a pure heart.” (Psalm 24:3,4)

KOREKH
Make a small sandwich of matzah with bitter herbs and
haroset.
All:

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the
universe, who has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us regarding
the eating of bitter herbs. (all eat it together)

SHULHAN OREKH: TIME TO EAT!
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LAMB BONE & EGG

KARPAS: SIGN OF HOPE
(KAR-pas) = PARSLEY, SIGN OF HOPE
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THE SHANK BONE

Reminds us of the lambs
slaughtered to save the
lives of the Israelites on
the first Passover. Christ,
who dies to save us from
sin, is our Passover
Lamb.

THE EGG

A symbol of mourning,
which reminds us of the
destruction of the Temple
in Jerusalem. As Christians, we color our Easter eggs, which
are a symbol of new and eternal life through Christ.

RAHTZAH:
RITUAL WASHING OF HANDS
The priest at Mass washes his hands before breaking the bread. We will
do the same. Please be silent after your hands are washed and until you
eat a bit of matzah.

All:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the
universe who has sanctified us with His
commandments and commanded us concerning
the washing of hands.

Dip this vegetable in the salt water and eat it.
The salt water represents tears.
The parsley is a sign of life.
The parsley also reminds us of the hyssop plant
which was used to smear the blood of the lamb on
the door frame on the first Passover. And, many
years later, as Jesus suffered on the cross, vinegar is
offered to him on a branch of hyssop.
Man:

Parsley/celery is a sign of spring, of
fruitfulness, of ever-renewed hope. We dip
these vegetables in the salt water and taste
them, to remind us of the tears of slavery.

All (dipping and eating):
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of
the universe, who creates the fruit of the
earth.
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YAHATZ
BREAKING THE MIDDLE MATZAH

SECOND CUP: INSTRUCTION
DAYENU (die-AY-noo) means
“It would have been enough”
As the Father leads these prayers,
we respond to each one:
“It would have been enough!”
(There are five prayers.)

Three matzot are wrapped together.
These are called the Unity.
The middle matzah is broken in half.
Half of it is wrapped and hidden.
This is called the AFIKOMEN (ah-fee-KOH-men).
For Christians, the three matzot represent the
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
The middle one - the Son - is broken, wrapped and
hidden, as Jesus’ body was after the crucifixion.

Man:

And now we
drink the
second cup,
The Cup of
Instruction,
that reminds
us that God
frees his
people from
slavery.

All:

Blessed are
You, Lord our
God, King of
the universe,
who creates
the fruit of the
earth.

(all drink)
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THE PLAGUES

Each of the ten plagues focused on a god that the Egyptians
worshipped.

THE FOUR QUESTIONS

As we say the name of each plague, we dip our finger into
the cup and drip the liquid onto our plate.

Child 1:
Why is this night different from all other nights?
On other nights, we eat regular bread.
Tonight, why do we eat only unleavened bread?

All:

(Wait for the answer)

Blood!
Frogs!
Gnats!
Flies!
Cattle disease!
Boils!
Hail!
Locusts!
Darkness!
Through all these plagues, Pharaoh would harden his heart
and say, “No, the people may not go!” The tenth time, God
sent the most awful plague.
All (dip and drip once more):

Death of the firstborn!
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Child 2:
On other nights, we eat all kinds of vegetables.
Tonight, why do we eat bitter herbs?
(Wait for the answer)
Child 3:
On other nights, we do not dip our vegetables in
salt water.
On this night, why do we dip them twice?
(Wait for the answer)
Child 4:
On other nights, we eat our meals sitting on a
regular chair.
On this night, why do you sit with a pillow on your
chair?
(Wait for the answer)
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MAGGID:STORY OF THE PASSOVER

God promised Abraham he would be the father of a
nation. Abraham had one son named Isaac.
Isaac had 2 sons. One of them was Jacob. Jacob
had 12 sons. One of them was Joseph, who helped
the whole family survive a famine by moving to
Egypt.
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When he grew up, Moses killed a guard and had to
run away.

The family grew.
The Egyptian
Pharaoh made the
Israelite people,
or Hebrews, into
slaves.
The Pharaoh
ordered that
Hebrew baby
boys be put to
death.
Moses was born, and
hidden. To save his
life, he was put into a
basket and put in the
river. Pharaoh’s
daughter found him,
and claimed him as
her own. He grew up
in the Pharaoh’s
palace.

Later, when Moses was married and living in
another country, God spoke to him from a burning
bush.
Moses and his
brother Aaron
went to Egypt to
ask Pharaoh to
free the Israelites.
God had to send
plagues to
convince Pharaoh
to say, “Yes.”

